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00-223
For Immediate Release:
PRESIDENT OF THE NEWSPAPER GUILD TO SPEAK AT EIU THURSDAY

CHARLESTON- Technology and the information age are impacting journalism, education
and related fields, creating a new group of workers coming to be known as "knowledge workers."
Linda Foley, president of The Newspaper Guild/CWA, AFL-CIO, CLC, will be on Eastern Illinois
University's campus Thursday, Oct. 26, to talk about the work of these "knowledge workers." A
public presentation is set for 7 p.m. in Coleman Hall.
Foley is the first woman to head the union founded in 1933 by Heywood Broun and other
editorial writers. The Newspaper Guild represents 33,000 media workers throughout the United
States, Canada and Puerto Rico.
A graduate of Northwestern University, Foley joined the Guild in 1977 as a reporter and
editor for the Lexington Herald-Leader Co. She was elected Guild President in 1995 and was
re-elected in October 1997 and again in May 1999. She was instrumental in negotiating and then
implementing the Guild's merger with the Communications Workers of America.
Foley is the second media-related union leader to visit EIU's campus this fall as part of a
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pilot project between EIU's Department of Journalism and the Department for Professional
Employees, AFL-CIO. Allen Schaefer, writer/producer for WBBM-TV (CBS) Chicago and a Writers'
Guild member, spoke to students in various journalism and speech communications classes earlier
this month.
The program is aimed at making students aware of the contributions unions make in
achieving professional goals, gaining career advancement and ensuring quality professional
service, according to Sue Kaufman, EIU professor of journalism and secretary-treasurer of Local
4100 University Professionals of Illinois, IFT/AFT/AFL-CIO. UPI is an affiliate host of the project
at EIU.
"We are very appreciative of the Department for Professional Employees, AFL-CIO's
funding of this project and quite honored to be selected as the first university in the Midwest to
participate in this program," Kaufman said.
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